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Hamamelidaceae 
(& Altingiaceae) 

vegetative key 

to species 

in cultivation 



Morphologically 
very diverse genera. 

With number of species in this key: 

Altingia* [3] 

Corylopsis [10] 

Disanthus [1] 

Distylium [4] 

Exbucklandia [1] 

Fortunearia [1] 

Fothergilla [2] 

Hamamelis [6] 

Liquidambar* [5] 

 

Loropetalum [1] 

Parrotia [2] 

Parrotiopsis [1] 

Rhodoleia [1] 

Sinowilsonia [1] 

×Sycoparrotia [1] 

Sycopsis [1] 

Trichocladus [2] 
 

(Altingiaceae*) 



key to families 

Altingiaceae 

Hamamelidaceae 
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key to groups 

2 groups 

each with following 
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Altingia poilanei 

GROUP   A:   LAMINA   VENATION   PINNATE 
(secondary veins scattered along midvein) 
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Disanthus cercidifolius 

GROUP   A:   LAMINA   VENATION   PALMATE 
 

Lamina unlobed, papery, 
apex obtuse to acute. 

Stipules free. 
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Exbucklandia populnea 

GROUP   A:   LAMINA   VENATION   PALMATE 
 

  Lamina unlobed(rarely lobed), leathery, 

 apex acuminate to caudate. 
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Rhodoleia championii 

GROUP   B:   LAMINA   VENATION   PINNATE 
 MOST   SECONDARY   VEINS   CURVING  AND  ANASTOMOSING   BEFORE   MARGIN 

Shoot, petiole and lamina glabrous 
or pubescent  with scale-like to 

short-armed stellate hairs. 



Rhodoleia championii 

GROUP   B:   LAMINA   VENATION   PINNATE 
 MOST   SECONDARY   VEINS   CURVING  AND  ANASTOMOSING   BEFORE   MARGIN 

Lamina LS +/- glaucous green,  
margin darker than surface. 
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leaf  arrangement  spirally 



Rhodoleia championii sensu lato 

GROUP   B:   LAMINA   VENATION   PINNATE 
 MOST   SECONDARY   VEINS   CURVING  AND  ANASTOMOSING   BEFORE   MARGIN 

lamina  rather  variable 
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GROUP   B:   LAMINA   VENATION   PINNATE 
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Lamina LS green,  
margin translucent (10× LENS). 

Lamina apex predominantly 
gradually  acuminate to (sub-)caudate. 
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GROUP   B:   LAMINA   VENATION   PINNATE 
 MOST   SECONDARY   VEINS   CURVING  AND  ANASTOMOSING   BEFORE   MARGIN 

Lamina LS green,  
margin translucent (10× LENS). 

Apex obtuse to (abruptly) acute  
or abruptly acuminate. 
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Lamina margin with >25 
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Fortunearia sinensis 

Lamina base 
rounded to cuneate. 
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Sinowilsonia henryi 
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Sinowilsonia henryi 

Lamina base 
cordate to obliquely cordate. 
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Parrotia persica 
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Hamamelis mollis 



Lamina LS with 
lowermost secondary vein 
completely surrounded by 

leaf tissue. 
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Parrotia persica 



Lamina LS secondary vein axils 
with tiny membranous domatia. 
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Lamina often 
suborbicular. 
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